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Please continue your prayers for the 
repose of the soul 

of our parishioner, Tyler Ballou, and the 
comfort of his family and loved ones. 

 
Cards and letters of support 

may be sent to St. James 
(7486 S. Union Park Ave., 

Midvale Utah 84047) 
and we will forward them 
to the people you address: 

 

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001cCgPLntPfoqD7-iyTD2gaPLtRuz78fFsZKKRzhSzc77tFE7IyJQQ1QRwN5NqTD6faUFGnCJ9jiLSAtW1PJ3_xnXabUBZqP_X9JNdCnzT7ibmrckJStNG_zOBvSfmoBMie6_n-c2NCa9ub3svOyEfDw==&c=nL0T_FaUHkhglyZM88epSCXOj-IVioCVr2q9RuuBrnduJvGHYfisxw==&ch=gkq-v551HHao1z6S-zW89HZB5uTMUyKk-osAWx_zXb7Iw3QMAaWaUQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001cCgPLntPfoqD7-iyTD2gaPLtRuz78fFsZKKRzhSzc77tFE7IyJQQ1QRwN5NqTD6faUFGnCJ9jiLSAtW1PJ3_xnXabUBZqP_X9JNdCnzT7ibmrckJStNG_zOBvSfmoBMie6_n-c2NCa9ub3svOyEfDw==&c=nL0T_FaUHkhglyZM88epSCXOj-IVioCVr2q9RuuBrnduJvGHYfisxw==&ch=gkq-v551HHao1z6S-zW89HZB5uTMUyKk-osAWx_zXb7Iw3QMAaWaUQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001cCgPLntPfoqD7-iyTD2gaPLtRuz78fFsZKKRzhSzc77tFE7IyJQQ1QRwN5NqTD6faUFGnCJ9jiLSAtW1PJ3_xnXabUBZqP_X9JNdCnzT7ibmrckJStNG_zOBvSfmoBMie6_n-c2NCa9ub3svOyEfDw==&c=nL0T_FaUHkhglyZM88epSCXOj-IVioCVr2q9RuuBrnduJvGHYfisxw==&ch=gkq-v551HHao1z6S-zW89HZB5uTMUyKk-osAWx_zXb7Iw3QMAaWaUQ==


Josh Ballou - Tyler's husband 
Rich and Kristin Ballou and family - father 
and stepmother 
Susan and Scott Marchant and family - 
mother and stepfather 

 

  

Resources for Suicide Prevention: 
https://suicidepreventionlifeline.org/ 
(800) 273-8255 
 
https://suicidepreventionlifeline.org/chat/ 
 
This website includes specialized resources for youth, veterans, 
ayuda en Español, LGBTQ+, attempt survivors, loss survivors, 
Native Americans, deaf, hard of hearing, and hearing loss, and disaster survivors. 
 
For those of us who are survivors of a loved one's suicide: 
https://suicidepreventionlifeline.org/help-…/loss-survivors/ 

 

 

  

 

  

  

Sunday Worship Services 
Join Us for a Streaming of Palm Sunday Service from St. Mark's 

Special Holy Week Services will also be streamed 
 

The Diocese will conduct an internet-only service from the Cathedral Church of St. Mark on Palm 
Sunday, April 5 at 10:30 in the morning. Watch for the link to the live stream player on the diocesan 

website, which will appear at 10:15 on Sunday. The service will start at 10:30 am MDT. 
That service will then be archived for viewing at anytime. 

 
The Diocese and the Cathedral Church of St. Mark will also stream additional online Holy Week 

services from the Cathedral. The services will be internet only under the city and county mandates 
restricting gatherings in Salt Lake City. Bishop Scott B. Hayashi and Cathedral Dean Tyler Doherty will 

conduct the services for Palm Sunday (as mentioned above,) Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and 
Easter Sunday. The links will be found on the diocesan website and in the Cathedral Church website. 
St. Marks will continue other online services including the Contemplative Eucharist and the Stations 

of the Cross, as well as online morning and evening prayer. 
 

The Diocese, Cathedral, and many of our churches will continue to record and stream more services 
depending on how long we must remain closed for gatherings under government orders and 

recommendations. Pray for those who are assisting patients, those who have been impacted, those 
who we have asked to guide us medically, spiritually, and in our government, 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001cCgPLntPfoqD7-iyTD2gaPLtRuz78fFsZKKRzhSzc77tFE7IyJQQ1Yr7Wg3mKAM_1aI7BYAQ_NJAyatbcEo6uKxX9d1Q3cGxvxNdqjqippGXy8d36GPQaAgHvbSfppLfpnszmIYtoU2vWlmUaSp7Q1YDTKAnjO9DMT9e0A9DRIxUvEr5qWScKEMVam0cuiYF3ciHG-6rAcqo_EMplbDpYE-MCB3ycx0ZgLYdP7ggHxMfhLYG0opHggPwZOS3Do2EU5Ef5zStncs=&c=nL0T_FaUHkhglyZM88epSCXOj-IVioCVr2q9RuuBrnduJvGHYfisxw==&ch=gkq-v551HHao1z6S-zW89HZB5uTMUyKk-osAWx_zXb7Iw3QMAaWaUQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001cCgPLntPfoqD7-iyTD2gaPLtRuz78fFsZKKRzhSzc77tFE7IyJQQ1Yr7Wg3mKAM_pWJyEb4SgLge1_XzqAuWfzV0oDHP1xXqlc-LV0SG2V_fSFu28HSpzPsBrMyBE4cKigOnJ_ZJqbGwAIjLHJTkZATy7du13Q_uZi2Wi20OzWM9cz0tB90D1KSv7S5_Cai2oAjivTLcCdKjSQIYEFaW9Y4Bi1lYyvnYR7xQvcZTJXxmkgZyjSgsqF_C0KxjGOEa2cFYz78YLBFNCQYwIUzFq6ByiK0YY6CEmrIQtoVzZG30dybUAovVpn6OGslnth52wGF3dBOvyibDTEaL1jaUfkur31ynXYe7rxtrT7Y0UzpgTyIW0qbJPo-ZZSBH4h_0nVu36cGdV2L_5Sr5xHa5aAP2f5idMa_R4aHLCZNMS-GXcMZLzvMX_H0H_WU8xs3U0ieFV_pwUxnIqkNws69tkbUYhAPQ04TCh1g7iqPr08NmY0Vs6dIzGwSHnsvN2V9_mes1QY-Kv581aFA_QxWfUe4oCb8uqVFXrsnhowtDpEHyW-AMTukfq85NVbOEm4W_&c=nL0T_FaUHkhglyZM88epSCXOj-IVioCVr2q9RuuBrnduJvGHYfisxw==&ch=gkq-v551HHao1z6S-zW89HZB5uTMUyKk-osAWx_zXb7Iw3QMAaWaUQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001cCgPLntPfoqD7-iyTD2gaPLtRuz78fFsZKKRzhSzc77tFE7IyJQQ1Yr7Wg3mKAM_RlZ9NmJMsu-Uf41equccdDlsa8mqmuqDJJPzAYV7LkMGdGNhETRG3STWbjqIqFGnQr9hbQRnCSxLV6ZJ5iS5B92AnUku7JThUMLQLtMAotB-HjlXY6Ss7BmviHn9zY_OdCG3sYJwRJDyLTAPTEQIUF00kz7P-R9CxGwujdAMMINOwhaCVvdViKJuE3YHPgWhCjbdylNz_sjEwbjU3xo4psIIgCUUsfn5P7WC6R5JlXo8Q6Z_ja7XPA==&c=nL0T_FaUHkhglyZM88epSCXOj-IVioCVr2q9RuuBrnduJvGHYfisxw==&ch=gkq-v551HHao1z6S-zW89HZB5uTMUyKk-osAWx_zXb7Iw3QMAaWaUQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001O8zc_vUqnKJtWGuGmTZzpIo3FKmNsOXzKbwkoisf0rWXXunxT_JomPOGw0Kk_oPKsygvnQRoS9xmN5rNmRCmOp3Xx-CyZYmQmlimq3ui2ot53mozR1Z-QyX_rA1oL3q6_hprebueLBJ8090poTfNZQ==&c=Fw62PAju5E1UpJdEhUZoVQeI85tZBTwcOpqmdgjSheizKmXT0_FXkw==&ch=OktPDg3QAi3nLDY0Lo2F6apcgm3o8r9KrlHXn93m_PLgySLKxrZO-w==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001O8zc_vUqnKJtWGuGmTZzpIo3FKmNsOXzKbwkoisf0rWXXunxT_JomPOGw0Kk_oPKsygvnQRoS9xmN5rNmRCmOp3Xx-CyZYmQmlimq3ui2ot53mozR1Z-QyX_rA1oL3q6_hprebueLBJ8090poTfNZQ==&c=Fw62PAju5E1UpJdEhUZoVQeI85tZBTwcOpqmdgjSheizKmXT0_FXkw==&ch=OktPDg3QAi3nLDY0Lo2F6apcgm3o8r9KrlHXn93m_PLgySLKxrZO-w==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001O8zc_vUqnKJtWGuGmTZzpIo3FKmNsOXzKbwkoisf0rWXXunxT_JomOtTeOdFrT5tj1xq6TfDqTGhVf8Lyx3PPI4RMW0Wrh2I5siDxqD3_gTX3Cw9UtPBtyy8au2uIzE9TEJg9n_oIX-0ESf6A5-7iv7B7a83FMiegsY4znySrLxuJzu_WboktKKV6KysnT1wXV_wMZRI09_mcSQYAAcUOJCkFIauCel1&c=Fw62PAju5E1UpJdEhUZoVQeI85tZBTwcOpqmdgjSheizKmXT0_FXkw==&ch=OktPDg3QAi3nLDY0Lo2F6apcgm3o8r9KrlHXn93m_PLgySLKxrZO-w==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001O8zc_vUqnKJtWGuGmTZzpIo3FKmNsOXzKbwkoisf0rWXXunxT_JomOtTeOdFrT5tj1xq6TfDqTGhVf8Lyx3PPI4RMW0Wrh2I5siDxqD3_gTX3Cw9UtPBtyy8au2uIzE9TEJg9n_oIX-0ESf6A5-7iv7B7a83FMiegsY4znySrLxuJzu_WboktKKV6KysnT1wXV_wMZRI09_mcSQYAAcUOJCkFIauCel1&c=Fw62PAju5E1UpJdEhUZoVQeI85tZBTwcOpqmdgjSheizKmXT0_FXkw==&ch=OktPDg3QAi3nLDY0Lo2F6apcgm3o8r9KrlHXn93m_PLgySLKxrZO-w==


and those who are concerned. 
 

St. James Services 
St. James will gather in our parish Facebook group, (click here), for Sunday Noonday 
Prayer at 12 p.m., which will include the Prayers of the People and the Prayer for the 

Search for Our New Bishop. Please send a request if you want to join the group. 
(You can also search this link to find our facebook 

page: https://www.facebook.com/groups/stjamesepiscopalchurchutah/) 
 

Maundy Thursday through Easter Sunday, spiritual leaders 
from St. James will be sending daily reflections. 

 

  

  

 

 

  

 

Vestry Corner 

 

 

  

 

By Dave Klemm 
 
During our search for a new rector, the search committee was given numerous 
documents to review and discuss. One particularly long and involved document received 
this acronym from one of the members "TLDR". This stands for "too long, didn't read". I 
will attempt to not elicit this same response from this article. 
 
We Americans celebrate a lot of holidays throughout the year, i.e., Memorial Day, Labor 
Day, 4th of July, President's Day, and on and on. The only two Christian holidays with any 
religious significance are Christmas and Easter. I think most will agree, all the holidays 
are a great excuse to have a shopping sale, go on trips, or just have time off. Holidays 
have become very commercialized, to say the very least. We start celebrating Christmas 
sometime around Halloween then Easter is not far behind once the Christmas 
decorations are boxed up. 
 
Easter means the most to me because it gives Christianity the reason for being. Of 
course, without the birth of Jesus, Easter could not exist. When I consider the enormity 
of what happened that morning--when the women rolled away the stone from Jesus's 
grave and he was gone, it makes all the rest of our beliefs come together. Knowing that 
life after death is a reality, has given us hope for the last 200 years. Without that mighty 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001cCgPLntPfoqD7-iyTD2gaPLtRuz78fFsZKKRzhSzc77tFE7IyJQQ1aGxRzVyjZk1e8Q_bvePjw8juVBwCx_6D7sEttpir0DVlRj9Bcqila-eU9dHtn8lqBXFqXOqmvvDBAdI8-9gKibkhoEFKN4PTtAJ-UYudyO4xAxS-sFshO5SdcPHebI5uQTA-rBiujaQmBpJqgqIwjQ=&c=nL0T_FaUHkhglyZM88epSCXOj-IVioCVr2q9RuuBrnduJvGHYfisxw==&ch=gkq-v551HHao1z6S-zW89HZB5uTMUyKk-osAWx_zXb7Iw3QMAaWaUQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001cCgPLntPfoqD7-iyTD2gaPLtRuz78fFsZKKRzhSzc77tFE7IyJQQ1aGxRzVyjZk1e8Q_bvePjw8juVBwCx_6D7sEttpir0DVlRj9Bcqila-eU9dHtn8lqBXFqXOqmvvDBAdI8-9gKibkhoEFKN4PTtAJ-UYudyO4xAxS-sFshO5SdcPHebI5uQTA-rBiujaQmBpJqgqIwjQ=&c=nL0T_FaUHkhglyZM88epSCXOj-IVioCVr2q9RuuBrnduJvGHYfisxw==&ch=gkq-v551HHao1z6S-zW89HZB5uTMUyKk-osAWx_zXb7Iw3QMAaWaUQ==


act, it is possible Jesus could have been relegated to the dust of history and labeled just 
another prophet. 
 
So, now that I am in the twilight of my years, I go forth, secure in the knowledge there is 
life after death because Jesus lived, died, and rose again. 
 
  

 

Rector's Thoughts 
 

Dear People of St. James ~  
 
You are faithful people. I'm grateful and impressed by the ways you 
reach out to one another, by your participation in prayer, and by 
the sacrifices you are making by staying in to keep our neighbors 
and ourselves safe. 
 
I hear and read a lot of optimism and good humor in the midst of 
this pandemic and I believe this positive attitude is good for our physical and emotional 
health. 
 
Today I want to reach out to those who are stretched emotionally thin, who are 
experiencing fear, and feel alone. These are normal responses to the extraordinary 
events we are living through. We know from Scripture that Jesus experienced the human 
emotions that we do. Sometimes he despaired. It's all right for us to express all our 
emotions to God. Being willing to express it all to God demonstrates that we trust in the 
relationship. God will not abandon or reject us for being open and honest. 
 
Please let our Pastoral Care Team and me know if you are struggling. We are here to 
pray with you on the phone or an online platform. We can share professional resources 
and support groups with you. We can let you know that you are not alone. 
 
I also want to write to everyone who is grieving the loss of community and worship as 
we're used to having it.  For some, that means not being able to experience the 
procession with palms, sharing Holy Week in-person as a community or to gather with 
loved ones for the Easter Vigil. These are losses and it's normal to feel a myriad of 
emotions. 
 
We're used to experiencing Lent and then celebrating at Easter. The celebration will be 
different this year, as we wait for the Resurrection Sunday when we can regather in 

 

 

  



person. Part of the challenge is not knowing when that will happen. 
 
I want to assure you that St. James' beloved traditions, although not being expressed the 
same way this year, have not gone away. We will bring them back in 2021. I suspect that 
some of these spiritual traditions will take on new depth and meaning in the future. 
 
The Vestry and I are also in conversation about the Resurrection Sunday when we may 
gather together again. I anticipate that our celebrations will continue for weeks, 
including a significant Graduation Sunday to recognize and celebrate the hard work and 
accomplishments of our graduates, including elementary, high school, college and post-
graduate degrees. 
 
Please contact our Vestry member, Jinx Strout, for your ideas of ways to celebrate when 
we re-gather in person. She's compiling them and will ask for your help to bring them to 
life when the time comes. 
 
Bishop Hayashi reminds us that, "Jesus is with us." We're in the period of isolation, facing 
the Cross, and we are assured that Jesus has the final triumph. Let's continue to hold up 
each other in love and with encouragement. 
 
Faithfully, in Christ, 
 
Father Christopher 

 

  

  

Bishop Transition Committee Application 

Now Being Accepted 

 
The Standing Committee is now accepting applications for lay and clergy to serve on the 
Bishop Transition Committee.  The Transition Committee picks up when the slate of 
candidates from the Nominating Committee is accepted (approximately January 
2021).  The Transition Committee will introduce the candidates around the diocese by 
setting up regional meetings. They will plan all phases of the transition, including the 
liturgy for the Ordination & Consecration of Utah’s Twelfth Bishop and the logistics of 
the move to Utah.  Also, on their plate will be the celebration of Bishop Hayashi’s 
episcopacy.    The deadline for applications has been extended to April 10, 2020.  
  

Transition Committee Job Description 
Transition Process for the Twelfth Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of Utah. 

  



If you are discerning participation on the Bishop Transition Committee, read the 
following job description and carefully consider, in prayer and reflection, the 
responsibilities and opportunities of this role. 
  

Roles and Responsibilities 
 

All Transition Committee members are required to attend the Transition Committee 
Retreat, July/August 2020 (dates TBD), at the Episcopal Church Center in Salt Lake 
City.  At the retreat, the Search Consultant will present very specific roles and 
responsibilities to the Bishop Transition Committee. 
  

1. Conceptualize, plan, organize, and conduct the meet & greet process for bishop 
candidates. 

2. Provide pastoral care and companionship to bishop candidates and their families 
before, during, and after the Electing Convention. 

3. Provide attentive pastoral care and intentional, generous thanks/gifting to 
candidates not elected. 

4. Conceptualize, plan, organize, and lead the ordination service and all related 
ordination activities in collaboration with the Standing Committee. 

5. Plan a fun, celebratory going-away festivity for Bishop Hayashi and Amy to thank 
Bishop Hayashi for his kind and generous leadership of the Diocese of Utah these 
past 10 years. 

6. Arrange for the bishop-elect’s smooth transition into the Diocese of Utah: helping 
find a home, getting connected with schools, needed services, etc. 

  
Expectations 

 
It is expected that each member of the Transition Committee will: 
 

 Pray for the electing and transition process daily and maintain a regular spiritual 
practice and active membership in a Utah Episcopal faith community. 

 Give generously of your time and energy to the work of the Transition Committee 
during the period between November 2020 and October 2021 at the Episcopal 
Church Center in Salt Lake City. 

 Attend the Transition Committee organization retreat, July/August 2020 (date 
TBD), at the episcopal Church Center in Salt Lake City facilitated by the Search 
Consultant. 

 Have experience and skill in serving on effective teams which include 
responsibility, honesty, collaborative decision-making, trust-building, and conflict 
management. 

 Have access to the internet, and be able to work online (Zoom, Google Docs, 



Dropbox, etc.) 
 Be responsive to e-mail and phone calls and prioritize communication with fellow 

team members. 
 Commit to this process until it is complete, including during times of challenge and 

frustration. 
 Be ethical and show integrity within the committee, with all candidates and their 

families, and with written and verbal communication and follow up. 
 Show generous hospitality to all candidates and their families. 

  
Gifts and skills necessary to minister on the Transition Committee 

 
While no one person possesses all gifts listed below, it is our hope that each member will 
embody, and will share generously, one or more of these gifts with the Transition 
Committee. 
 

 Strong communication skills, both written and spoken 
 Technological skills and expertise 
 Liturgical planning and design; organization of, and training for, very large 

numbers of liturgical leaders (altar guild, ushers, eucharistic ministers, clergy, 
presenters, etc) 

 Attentive pastoral needs and integrity of candidates during the meet & greet and 
electing convention. 

 Creativity 
 Excellent networker around the Diocese of Utah (able to pull in guilds, 

committees, etc. to help with events) 
 Experience with large-scale event planning and management ie. charity dinners, 

fundraisers, conventions, weddings. 
 Ability to promote compromise and consensus around hard decisions 
 Gifts of calm and unflappable emotional maturity to avoid the creation of cliques 

or ‘us vs. them’ thinking 
 The flexibility to consider evolving circumstances, new information, and new 

possibilities 
 Analytical and organizational skills (administration, detail-oriented, tracking, 

recording, time-management) 
 Task oriented with the ability to follow up in a proactive and timely manner with 

tact and diplomacy. 
 Commitment to the extensive time of working with the committee and its 

members 
 Gifts of optimism and encouragement, enthusiasm, eagerness, energy, and a sense 

of fun and playfulness 
  



If membership on the Transition Committee best aligns with your gifts, time, and talents, 
please submit an application form by Friday, April 10, 2020. The application form can be 
found through this link: 

 https://diocese.wufoo.com/forms/z1tnz0i17jleo9/ 
  
Your Standing Committee prays that you and your loved ones are staying safe and 
healthy in this crazy time.  Blessings and many thanks for those essential workers making 
a difference for others.  As we continue through these stressful times of our current 
reality, it is important to be gentle with one another and be attentive to self-care which 
includes physical, emotional, and spiritual lives.  
 
Faithfully,  
 
Your Standing Committee  

 

An Offering of Reflection 

by Presiding Bishop Michael Curry 

 
On Our Theology of Worship: 
Questions in the Time of COVID-19 

 
Across The Episcopal Church the current Pandemic has given rise to many questions 
about challenges to our liturgical life. Bishops are being asked, “May we do this or that? 
Will you permit this or that way of celebrating the Eucharist or delivering Holy 
Communion to the members of our congregations?” Some years ago in an essay titled “Is 
There a Christian Sexual Ethic?” Rowan Williams observed that in the then current 
debates about marriage rites for same sex couples, this “permissible/not permissible” 
way of conducting the conversation was a dead end. The real (and much more 
productive) question for a sacramental people, he said, was not simply whether a given 
practice was “right or wrong,” but rather “How much are we prepared for this or that 
liturgical action to mean?” How much are we prepared for it to signify? Sacraments 
effect by signifying. 
 
Sacraments are actions that give new meaning to things. The current questions about 
the way we worship in a time of radical physical distancing invites the question of what 
we are prepared for a given sacramental encounter to mean. Sacraments are communal 
actions that depend on “stuff”: bread and wine, water and oil. They depend on gathering 
and giving thanks, on proclaiming and receiving the stories of salvation, on bathing in 
water, on eating and drinking together. These are physical and social realities that are 
not duplicatable in the virtual world. Gazing at a celebration of the Eucharist is one thing; 

 

 

  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001cCgPLntPfoqD7-iyTD2gaPLtRuz78fFsZKKRzhSzc77tFE7IyJQQ1Yr7Wg3mKAM_fYSq5CHmW4wwZk2et_h2pfi1KD9nPpGVGKT4VQio7hSDto1RvuACA5UJlUUbs2VjwWbCt1PFIrNZDkdQL9C0oLP5Xh6J9EQ453sxOMPEUfHVSbgtsgXhVg==&c=nL0T_FaUHkhglyZM88epSCXOj-IVioCVr2q9RuuBrnduJvGHYfisxw==&ch=gkq-v551HHao1z6S-zW89HZB5uTMUyKk-osAWx_zXb7Iw3QMAaWaUQ==


participating in a physical gathering and sharing the Bread and Wine of the Eucharist is 
another. And, God, of course, can be present in both experiences. 
 
And that is surely the most important thing to remember. From the time of Thomas 
Cranmer, mainstream Anglicanism has insisted that the Holy Eucharist is to be 
celebrated in community, with no fewer than two people. In contrast to some medieval 
practices, the Prayer Book tradition was deeply concerned with reestablishing the 
essential connection between the celebration of the Eucharist and the reception of Holy 
Communion. Over time, of course, many factors contributed to a general decline in the 
celebration of the Eucharist well into the late 19th and early 20th centuries, and Morning 
Prayer became the common service of worship on the Lord’s Day. And while it is good 
and right that the situation has changed dramatically, that the Holy Eucharist has again 
become the principal act of worship on Sunday across our church, few would suggest 
that the experience of Morning Prayer somehow limited God’s presence and love to 
generations of Anglican Christians. There are members of our church today who do not 
enjoy a regular sustained celebration of the Eucharist for a variety of reasons other than 
this Pandemic — they are no less members of Christ’s Body because of it. 
 
Practices such as “drive by communion” present public health concerns and further 
distort the essential link between a communal celebration and the culmination of that 
celebration in the reception of the Eucharistic Bread and Wine. This is not to say that the 
presence of the Dying and Rising Christ cannot be received by any of these means. It is to 
say that from a human perspective, the full meaning of the Eucharist is not obviously 
signified by them. Our theology is generous in its assurance of Christ’s presence in all our 
times of need. In a rubric in the service for Ministration to the Sick (p. 457), The Book of 
Common Prayer clearly expresses the conviction that even if a person is prevented from 
physically receiving the Sacrament for reasons of extreme illness or disability, the desire 
for Christ’s presence alone is enough for all the benefits of the Sacrament to be received. 
Richard Hooker described the corporate prayer of Christians as having a spiritual 
significance far greater than the sum of the individual prayers of the individual members 
of the body. Through corporate prayer, he said, Christians participate in communion with 
Christ himself, “joined … to that visible, mystical body which is his Church.” Hooker did 
not have in mind just the Eucharist, which might have taken place only quarterly or, at 
best, monthly in his day. He had very much in mind the assembly of faithful Christians 
gathered for the Daily Office. 
 
While not exclusively the case, online worship may be better suited to ways of praying 
represented by the forms of the Daily Office than by the physical and material 
dimensions required by the Eucharist. And under our present circumstances, in making 
greater use of the Office there may be an opportunity to recover aspects of our tradition 
that point to the sacramentality of the scriptures, the efficacy of prayer itself, the 



holiness of the household as the “domestic church,” and the reassurance that the 
baptized are already and forever marked as Christ’s own. We are living limbs and 
members of the Body of Christ, wherever and however we gather. The questions being 
posed to Bishops around these matters are invitations to a deeper engagement with 
what we mean by the word “sacrament” and how much we are prepared for the Church 
itself — with or without our accustomed celebrations of the Eucharist — to signify about 
the presence of God with us. 

 

  

  

Keeping our Faith and Community Thriving 

During COVID-19 

 
Thanks to your generosity, St. James ended 2019 on a high note - - - probably the highest 
note ever. We are indeed blessed! Words cannot appropriately express our gratitude for 
your love of this parish and community, and your increasing willingness to be generous 
with your time, talent, and treasure.  
 
Now, more than ever, we need to continue to care for each other and find creative ways 
to communicate and worship. Isolation isn’t healthy for anyone, and we are committed 
to keeping lines of communication open and continuing our mission. These are indeed 
trying times, but we are an incredibly resilient parish full of love and care.   
 
Although Fr. Christopher and Wendy Ormsby are engaging in self-isolation to ensure 
their own safety, as well as that of the greater parish, they are committed to handling 
parish business in a timely manner and staying connected to all. Please know that 
everyone in parish leadership will be responsive to your needs while adhering to sound 
health practices. You may reach them via email, FaceBook, or phone. 
 
For email, you may use wendy@stjamesutah.com, office@stjamesutah.com, 
or frchristopher@stjamesutah.com. Additionally, email addresses for all Vestry 
members are available in Breeze. You may reach our Senior Warden Angela Micklos 
at angelamicklos@gmail.com and Junior Warden Doug Sward 
at d_sward@xmission.com, respectively. If you aren’t currently in Breeze, or you need a 
refresher, Wendy is the expert! Also, if you need access to our weekly newsletter, 
Koinonia, please email Wendy. 
 
Our public Facebook page is https://www.facebook.com/stjamesutah/. There are many 
things posted there, including daily Lenten reflections from d365.org. Additionally, you 
may request to join our closed Facebook group 
here: https://www.facebook.com/groups/stjamesepiscopalchurchutah/ to stay current 
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on parish news and online worship.   
 
You may call us at the following numbers: Fr. Christopher (207)505-5121; Wendy (801) 
520-4686; Angela (801) 232-8433; Doug (801) 550-0773.  
 
Fr. Christopher will email and post the schedule for online worship services - - - not only 
on Sundays, but during the week. He’s been asking people to join him on Facebook for 
morning prayer, noonday prayer, evening prayer, and Compline. This is a great way to 
stay connected in worship. Sunday services will be rotating around the diocese, so watch 
for those announcements. Additionally, the National Cathedral in Washington, D.C. live 
streams Sunday worship at 9:15 a.m. (MST) on their Facebook 
page:  https://www.facebook.com/WNCathedral/. 
 
At this difficult time, it may seem hard to find gratitude and recognize our 
blessings. Together, we can take comfort in the fact that we have already been saved 
and will share in God’s heavenly kingdom. As the March 25, 2020 Lenten reflection 
advises, we should all:   
 
Take a moment just now 
To step away from the worries of illness and isolation. 
Sit at the feet of a faithful Gospel writer. 
Hear the stories of resurrection and life 
And let those stories speak to you. 
 
Amen 
 
Peace and Blessings, 
The Vestry 
The Finance Committee 
Fr. Christopher+ 

 

  

  

There is a lot of joy and love at St James 
Episcopal Church, Midvale, UT as we learn 
how to be Christian community in new ways 
during an unprecedented time. Wednesday 
night the choir, under the leadership of 
Music Director Seth Bott, had their first 
Zoom gathering. 
 

Photo credit: Lili Brady 
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We need to sing the praises of our illustrious Choir 
Director and Organist. He received word this week that 
he passed his oral exam for his Doctoral program. We 
await your announcement that you are officially a 
"Doctor" when you get the final word this spring. 
WOOHOO!!! Congratulations, on this major step 
toward that end! Your hard work and talent are 
inspiring. 
Seth, We love you! 

 

 

  

 

  

  

Food Bank COVID-19 Pandemic Protocol  
 
We are in need of people who are under age 60 and in good 
health to help with food bank restocking and distribution. 
Saturday noon, Sunday 12:30 pm. Thank you! 
 
Our next food bank restocking and distribution will be 
April 11 & 12. If you are able to help, please let Alec Parent know. Thank you! 
 
At the request of the Governor and the Episcopal Bishop of Utah, mass gatherings of 
people are to be avoided. Until further notice, we will distribute boxed food to people in 
their cars in the parking lot. This is to eliminate having people line up and wait in a 
crowded room for their turn to "shop." This will avoid creating a mass gathering and 
reduce person-to-person contact. 
 
We will need additional volunteers on the Saturday before Distribution Days and on the 
second and fourth Sundays of the month. On Saturdays, instead of restocking the food 
bank, we'll be boxing up food for distribution the next day. On Distribution Sundays we 
will need additional volunteers to shuttle the food out to the parked cars. Anyone who is 
at risk or over age 60 should stay home rather than volunteering. 
 
We always need donations of cardboard boxes, diapers, baby wipes, and disinfectant 
wipes. Contact Alec Parent, Food Bank Volunteer Coordinator, 
at alecparent@rocketmail.com or call (801) 391-9215. 
 
Peace, 
Jim Palmer, St. James Food Bank Chair 

 

 

  

 

  

  

Some parishioners are finding this time of self-quarantine as an 
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experience of deepened prayer and expansive creativity. I invite you 
to email spiritual reflections to me to share with the rest of the 

parish. These reflections may include words, photographs, paintings 
and drawings, music, or other creative outlets. Thank you! 

 

  

  

WHO SAYS YOU CAN’T TAKE IT WITH YOU? 
 
When I heard that Tyler Ballou had died, I was shocked. And then when 
I 
heard that it was a suicide, I was shocked and deeply distressed. As in 
many 
cases of suicide, friends and relatives had no idea that there was any 
chance of 
such a thing happening. I understand that we want to know when someone is 
making that decision so we can hopefully stop it from happening, but we also 
don’t want to look back and realize the clues were all there and we did nothing. 
It is, indeed, a two-edged sword. 
 
The phrase, “You can’t take it with you.” is common when we see 
someone intent upon gathering as much wealth and possessions as possible. 
All the stuff has a temporary meaning in a temporary world. You won’t be taking 
any of that with you when you die. 
 
And that is true as far as the temporal world is concerned, but it doesn’t 
apply to the spiritual, intellectual or metaphysical world. A person’s view of the 
world, their talents and gifts do not stay here, they are gone with the person 
when they die. These things are not tangible like money, houses and furniture. 
A family cannot divide up their relative’s mind. How we live, what is important to 
us, what we know and how our internal energy flows, is unique to each of us. 
When we walk through a forest and admire its beauty, that feeling becomes a 
part of us and it cannot be wholly shared with anyone else. And, it doesn’t stay 
here when we die. 
 
Tyler left with some of the most incredible intangibles possible. He was a 
master organist, a good friend, husband and a man of great faith. Many of us 
stayed after the St. James’ 10:00 service to listen to him play the postlude. It 
was his gift being given freely to all of us. To me, it was more than music, it was 
a deeply spiritual experience to get lost in the music. And the sad part is that 
that gift went with him. We can walk into his home, sit on his furniture and see 

 

 

  



what he and Josh shared, but we can never again hear him share his gift as a 
musician. 
 
So in reality, we do take it with us. Of course, we leave the furniture for 
the family to divide up in the hopes that they don’t feel it is worth fighting over. 
But we take our essence, our unique self and our spirit along for the ride. But if 
we play it right we can leave one intangible with our friends and family that will 
live on. . .our love. 
 
Carol Gentner 
 

For those who would like a printed version of this beautiful piece, click this link. 
 

  

  

Fasting 

  
My grandmother taught me 

to fast for Lent. 
Later she taught me 

to take something on. 
I never thought we would 

have to fast from going to church. 
This is the hardest fast ever. 

Perhaps I need to take on 
something extra. 

  
Extra prayers go up every day 

for people I love 
and for everyone everywhere 

especially those working 
on the front-line of this pandemic, 

all who have the virus, 
all who have died from it, 

and all who mourn. 
 

Extra time is spent listening 
to Bishop Curry and praying with him, 

St. Mark’s Cathedral, and Fr. Christopher. 
Extra Thanksgivings and Alleluias rise 

for hopeful encouragement, 
love extended, and the sure knowledge 
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Christ will rise on Easter, 
for our Emanuel – God with us – 

indwells. 
 

We are not alone. 
  

           -Lynn Hoins 
 

Nominating/Search Committee Updates and FAQs 

 
Another is a series of communications from the Nominating Committee and 
Committee Communications Director, Mike Mitchell: 
 
At a time of crisis, good leadership is crucial, and we in the Diocese of Utah are blessed 
by clergy leaders. One of the Nominating/Search Committees priorities was to gain the 
input of our clergy leading congregations, who were contacted by Rev. Michael Carney 
(Chair Nomination/Search Committee and Fr. Christopher Szarke (Committee member 
Nomination/Search Committee). 
 
I’m going to take some liberties in paraphrasing an email sent by Rev. Carney to the 
Standing Committee, Transition Committee and Nominating/Search Committee in their 
findings of these interviews. They reached every person and both Rev. Carney and Fr. 
Christopher found the experience wonderful. The word to describe their calls was 
gratitude for what they both heard and felt.  They both felt that if the calls were any 
indictor of the state of the diocese, it’s very positive.  They did hear concerns about the 
future impact of the coronavirus on our communities and diocese, but there was 
comfort in knowing how closely we are connected. 
 
This small part of the search process has made it clear how much healing has taken place 
in recent years and what an exciting opportunity this will be for whoever becomes our 
new bishop. 
 
Now a word on the Nominating/Search Committee’s status. Without knowing the 
unknown, our survey of the Diocese will be delayed for now in order to focus on these 
more immediate concerns. We’ll be meeting soon to reassess the situation, and as 
appropriate we will make new plans. In the meantime, stay healthy and stay safe. May 
the Lord be with you and your loved ones. 
 
Peace and Blessings, 
 
Mike Mitchell 

 



  

  

New Check Request Procedures 

 
These new procedures are put in place to assure that we have the funds available for 
your ministries. Thank you for your efforts to keep St. James cared for. 
We have the new check request forms in the office. If you need help filling them out, 
please ask Wendy to help. Thank you! 

Click here to see the new check request document 
and read the new policies on the back. 

 

  

  

Online Worship Resources 

 

Daily Office: Mission of St. Clare 
 

Daily Scripture: Lectionary Page 

 

Saints & Commemorations of the Episcopal Church 
 

Book of Common Prayer 
 

  

  

Prayer for the Search for a new Bishop 

 
Gracious God, we are grateful for all that You are and for all 
you have done through the Episcopal Diocese of Utah. We ask 
you now to draw us closer to you and to each other as we 
engage in the search for our new bishop. Grant us discerning 
hearts which will fully trust in the guidance of your Holy Spirit. 
Bless the people of this diocese with your power and purpose 
and bless this holy work we do in your name to your glory. This 
we ask in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen. 
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Our Food Bank--Year to date: 

 
175 Volunteers have unloaded, stocked shelves, 
and distributed food. 
676 clients have gotten food for 2,245 people. 
66,667 pounds of food delivered to St. James for 
distribution! 
 

Volunteers are always welcome! 
(See Alec Parent for more details.) 

 

It's a rewarding ministry to be a part of. 
  

St. James is an approved Utah Food Bank Partner 
 

Letter Carriers’ Stamp Out Hunger®Food Drive 
Postponed 
The 28th annual Letter Carriers’ Stamp Out Hunger® Food Drive, scheduled for May 9, 
2020, has been postponed. The NALC, as well as our national partners, are fully 
committed to rescheduling the food drive later in 2020. A new date has not yet been 
scheduled. 
 
The annual success of the food drive is largely due to the efforts of letter carriers, other 
postal employees, postal customers, community volunteers and many more. Their safety 
is of paramount importance. Much of the United States is currently under shelter in 
place or similar advisories due to the COVID-19 pandemic, and public health authorities 
such as the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) have issued guidelines that 
include social distancing. While it is unknown how long these guidelines will remain in 
place, it is highly unlikely that those involved in the food drive will be able to safely 
participate just six weeks from now. 
 
NALC and our national partners recognize that food assistance is a critical need for many 
during this difficult time, and we remain committed to helping those in need in the 
communities we serve across America. We look forward to once again holding the 
largest one-day food drive in America when it is safe to do so. 
 
Millions of Americans donate food on the second Saturday in May every year to help 
fight hunger in their communities. While we may not be able to safely conduct the food 



drive on its traditional date, we encourage those that would participate to consider 
donations that may be safely made to food banks in the form of food or financial 
assistance. Letter carriers, our national partners, community supporters and volunteers 
will be prepared to Stamp Out Hunger® once again when it is safe to do so. 

 
 

  

  

Around the Utah Diocese 
 

Please click here for updated information 
from our Utah Diocese regarding Covid-19.  

 

  

 

Click here to visit the Utah Diocese website.  

 

DIOCESAN CONVENTION POSTPONED 
We are repeating the announcement from ten days ago that our Diocesan Convention is 
postponed. In postponing convention, the Bishop offered the following statement: "The 
date of Diocesan Convention is set by the bishop. Because of the COVID-19 virus and the 
danger that it presents, I have determined that the wisest course of action is to postpone 
Convention. My hope is that by the summer or autumn it will be safe for our diocese to 
gather together. By taking this action, we the Diocese of Utah, are contributing to the 
effort to slow the spread of the virus." 

 

Youth Retreat Postponed 
 

Message from Karen Gleeson, Coordinator of Youth Programs 
 

Due to the evolving COVID-19 situation, the youth retreat that was originally scheduled 
in April has been postponed to a later date. We will keep you updated on our future 

youth events. Youth and parents can stay updated on all of our youth events through our 
Camp Tuttle Facebook page along with our website at www.camptuttle.org 

 

Welcome at St. James 
At St. James, we consider persons 16 and older to be adults, and they are welcome at all 

Parish activities unless otherwise regulated by law. 
Persons under 16 years may attend parish events if accompanied by an adult. 

If organized childcare and/or youth activities are not available, the accompanying adult 
agrees to provide them appropriate supervision and care. 

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001cCgPLntPfoqD7-iyTD2gaPLtRuz78fFsZKKRzhSzc77tFE7IyJQQ1ZPWuJYKpUFYQQKKdlwXJW0rVtTWcRL_B8c-H4YLSCxfVOQbeyXgwctJp_kKOck9x1Wpp04eszyjkKTgJ-mqOwxDuomuIVsyyhCLblCYL8kcmCcufVtofGTmwbYuzy_0Ii0M0H2BNwfSpROb9yqryGegVM7PPys5vA==&c=nL0T_FaUHkhglyZM88epSCXOj-IVioCVr2q9RuuBrnduJvGHYfisxw==&ch=gkq-v551HHao1z6S-zW89HZB5uTMUyKk-osAWx_zXb7Iw3QMAaWaUQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001cCgPLntPfoqD7-iyTD2gaPLtRuz78fFsZKKRzhSzc77tFE7IyJQQ1ZPWuJYKpUFYQQKKdlwXJW0rVtTWcRL_B8c-H4YLSCxfVOQbeyXgwctJp_kKOck9x1Wpp04eszyjkKTgJ-mqOwxDuomuIVsyyhCLblCYL8kcmCcufVtofGTmwbYuzy_0Ii0M0H2BNwfSpROb9yqryGegVM7PPys5vA==&c=nL0T_FaUHkhglyZM88epSCXOj-IVioCVr2q9RuuBrnduJvGHYfisxw==&ch=gkq-v551HHao1z6S-zW89HZB5uTMUyKk-osAWx_zXb7Iw3QMAaWaUQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001cCgPLntPfoqD7-iyTD2gaPLtRuz78fFsZKKRzhSzc77tFE7IyJQQ1emv-d21u4lLR2H9XxXa8i8I9hW_LO4RXzYRogAYY-E0ggoY-U9A3spajCJuVmf_0ZqNUWUu30MEJ0ek4SRQ3R4fz-_FsCDqAg==&c=nL0T_FaUHkhglyZM88epSCXOj-IVioCVr2q9RuuBrnduJvGHYfisxw==&ch=gkq-v551HHao1z6S-zW89HZB5uTMUyKk-osAWx_zXb7Iw3QMAaWaUQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001O8zc_vUqnKJtWGuGmTZzpIo3FKmNsOXzKbwkoisf0rWXXunxT_JomKbn4COyfYnu1EYgCVtZQArNdl7avBvTUEO4KqRgn8WdLCgD4hvpy23DtIgeddHsx3pRQr6QbTI2wAEcdoMR4vZMVn8irlC1ig==&c=Fw62PAju5E1UpJdEhUZoVQeI85tZBTwcOpqmdgjSheizKmXT0_FXkw==&ch=OktPDg3QAi3nLDY0Lo2F6apcgm3o8r9KrlHXn93m_PLgySLKxrZO-w==


 
We LOVE getting your submissions for the newsletter! We LOVE it when you send us 

photographs you've taken and articles/ideas that you want to share. 
When you send us something make sure you put in the subject line "newsletter". 

Don't put "Koinonia" (because there are many ways that gets misspelled and 
then I can't search it to make sure I find your submission.) 

 
Koinonia is published weekly, sent to you on Thursdays. 

Please submit your articles, ideas, and photos 
to wendy@stjamesutah.com by Wednesday noon. 

 
If you aren't getting the newsletter in your email box right now, let the office 

know and they will add you to the database. Thank you! 
 

We appreciate your contribution on the newsletter! 
  

 

Wendy Ormsby, editor / Fr. Christopher Szarke, editor 
Carol Gentner, editors' editor 

    

 

mailto:wendy@stjamesutah.com

